|| relationship of a war scare to Mao's control over the domestic situation. 
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Hong Kong's telegram agrees in mange eee He GSEST respects 
with INR's paper "Probable North Vietnanese and Chinese Reactions to 
Augmented Military Pressure Against North Vietnam" which Hong Kong has 
not seen. Among these: . 























~-Avgmentation of US military pressure.on NVN would -~ added to other 
considerations —~ suggest to Peking that the US intended ultimately 
to attack China; g ; 


~-Despite present Chinese defensive policy and degire not to becane 
involved in a war with the US, developing circumstances, including 
situations involving carbative Chihese elements, could result ina 
Us-Chinese confrontation; oy 







~-Botbing NVN will not achieve our objectives if only because China\s £ 
and NVN's other supporters can funnel in all. the aid necessary tol 
replace what we destroy and maintain the Cotmmist military effort 
in North and South; . 


~-If the Hanoi regime felt itself nearing collapse, China would be, 
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on balance willing and able’ to. intervene; 





—-As long as NVM bas not lost its struggle in the South, it will not 
be disposed to compramise, whatever foreseeable military pressuxe — 
is exexted upon the North. ae 


e tend to. vary from Hong Kongs assessments mainly in respect to the 


lang Kong suggests that Mao may intend to create a situation anounting to 
i itical , We believe that not. 







a war scare for his own dome 
orily the present state of the Cult 
air intrusions were. i 
d not. necessarily be tot! s advantage. to . 
We axe fairly sure now that, up to a year ago at least, the apprehensiveness 
of the Chinese military establishment over possible confrontation with the 
US created a grouping favorable to military professionalism and antipathetic 
to Mao's primitive, "revolutionary" military philosophy. Events since the 
inni 67 suggest. that Mao still is not sure of his control over 
Wari 























y ensve s 
GROUP 1 
Exoludol from automatic 


EXDIS - oe 
wetlarly on the Payroll Savings Plan So.osteding and 






+ 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds R 


wre a «oi 


Geclassificatinn * 






Asner El wn inte 2h Oe conys De merep temnainetinaleabtinanbniinsat: 8 obi g. Oye, 
ies 


LN eanitnbentienntenbe ie ae 


remem nreweta ms semnenwet pte me th eo prestrain etme ey tea sendan nantanaurens henna Manel teAnhe Abd AMS RASH GAIT YS SALINE he HEIR RARLMTME ENN RAS AIO TR PLN 


wife Peacanees af! coud ken 


w steht eg te 


Pee 


a EXDIS 


a war scare be really drummed up.. The apparent May 1 rehabilitation of 
such soldiers’ soldiers as Chu Teh and Su Yu, not to mention Tibet's 

Chang Kuo~hua, seems to show that, even under present circumstances, Mao 
must caupranise with the military to a significant extent. This comoromise 
cannot, however, be palatable to Mao and his supporters, who almost 
certainly realize that the impetus of the military is to maintain law and 


erder even at the expense of the Cultural Revolution. 


That the Maoists recognize they must not re-open feuds unnecessarily 
with the military is demonstrated by the tone of the statements regarding 
alleged US intrusions into Chinese airspace. The daninant tone of these 
statements is, by Maoist standards, defensive rather than bellicose, 
threatening no reprisal other than determination to wipe out any further 
intruders, and affirming Chinese ability to do so. This last point, we 
believe, is the reasoning behind the fact that the Maoists went so far as 
to fabricate the claims of downing US aircraft over China April 24 and 
May 1. The implication which we derive is that the Maoists are actually 
attempting to influence the US away from -taking actions which would lead 
to a war with China, and not seeking to generate a war scare. It might be 
noted, in regard to recent Chinese war scares, that they have been local 
in nature, not national, and apparently confined mainly to Fukien, where 
they may be accounted for by both GRC propaganda and the probable statements 
and activities of members of PLA units routinely stationed there. 


As for the prggmatists, we agree that a pragnatic top leadership 
cannot emerge while Mao lives and leads; but pragmatism is immanent in 


China and accounts for the intractability of much that Mao tries to manipulate. 


We note with interest, for example, the appearance May 1 on Tien An Men of 
arch-pragmatist Ch'en Yun. We have been impressed by this intractability 


and have even come across sources that indicate obliviousness to the Cultural 


Revolution in parts of the country. It may well be that, by now, Mao has 
to pump in the adrenalin just to keep the movement running in place. 


We agree fully that the war must be won in the South. The considera~/ 


tion that our attacks on the North would take considerable steam out of 


the NVN effort, however, would seam counterbalanced by the benefits that per j 


Hanoi would derive, both materially and in See oe a sense of achieve~ 
Tent. 
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